agB interview aexander amon:

A question of process

From gold-leafed goatskin to shimmering shagreen, furniture maker Lamont focuses on
traditional materials and developing processes to create strong, simple pieces
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Hewy did you become a designer?

Whitkhicat ary Tonms dedsgn 1 | thms 1if I'd

gone 1o design school | would have spent that
time Msoking atl modern malerials and larger
praducton processes. | we very fow poaple from
cesign wchool working with traditional matcria

S0 iy redd Eraining vwas my famile's company,
wWhICh was importing folx art handioralts in
Bangkok. Every wockond and on holidays, | was
QISEHAYING, UNkpiing, SCOCH1SKIMD] amnd SCTLaiy
handing all the goods. | think this was kind of an
eduCalion m seeeng. 0 you taoy different gualiies
all ecquer, for giample, angd you are o e
1M P MOWING ONem SO S5l SCanin, Y e
10 really undersfand 5 wiaces. and this facus o

maberals lad 10 the dessonment of 1hes Coempany

Hee dio YO apPaaaih The cessgn prosseds?
Matenals Tirst, Than | think aboinl apidsang the
matenal i 8 ssmple way. Because Wi mosty oo
tanlatop acorssones, ke bhowds and vased which
Mave 4 very Irée gofign TGrm, Wi nat &%
+ We cho vory
simpde forms warth iniadeshing maberdls

CArme

froes the approasch 3t | wad miiredeced o the

Art Ueco designers af the 19005 and "308 =

people ke Jean-Richel ~rank and CHementd

Hirsson, the neal masters, shd atter cenfumnet ol

baroque and oo, heavy Qilding and heasy
Camiang, SUDocTly mace L-shapsd 1abdes fhat wene
WY St Dt Covered walh luunoos maslenak. I
<8 3 conplebe i taonal |
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of Buxury, Clean hines and s ELHIN RO
Mal Wwere aDpeanrg ECause (e mabenssd wee
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B iiu vk a Tawounte material fo work with?
Bromne. Bechuse wd use guite & limple proces
el te able 1o develop more and more patin
vafiations. To do a finish which really boois
vieresing and ch wad ieally dilficult for a long
e, Bloy wan'we ot & procedd thal™s sxacty b

Hiersy Moofe soulptune o 4 hine ot piece i fnshed
It's an epersae process: instead of just dipping the
Bronne i bawd o, wer wee a patternation brush
which it a hard bnstle, and you do a st nk
pushing the acid into the bronae. then you heat it
wp 0 that it fuses wth the coppe ingide. 155 a kong
process, but by hawing this, all of our beoroe 5 able

0 mowe toa much moe irteresing hevel



How many ditfencnt materials do peawark with?
Cur ¢ore materials are bronge, shagresn,
parchment, strawe and glass, We alo o0 some
ceramics ardd war make a lat of the twrtaces thal
cover our peces. o, for example, one surface
supposed to look ke antique apancie SCroen, 50
wop shver bead the carmwas, then scrunch it up, thin
sireich it, and it looks very samilar 1o an olo
lananese screen, Or a surace that hrom a detance
leoks wery much libe a crumbding temple wall
Ansther one 5 made of siraed that has besn ol
and soaked and irpngd and put dows pece by
e, Ve can make whatewer wee want really. We
can find new materials or we can change ald
matenals — for example, goatskin haa tradticnally
peen used = furniture, but was aleays used n
vy and tobacog tones, S0 we developed a
DROCESs whens Wil hsness [h skimn g & Oroulss
voie Brush, Oye 4, and then uwee ok 1o emphasss
the ditress. e musch repne indenested Enal procdedd
(] |:|_-|_|| al '||'j'. QUEITF 50 OUr Mmajen s are of the

Fighesa gualily

You use a lot of raditional or original
technigues in produciion how il you oome
arnods these?

When | siailed tse bumsiness Kl harghy eard of
shaigesn, winch o O Imam mesierisl YW'e e Dien
funrefg lor about 10 years, and it ok uritil about
d yedd and a fhall ago to fin lly irgn ot the

PR L R, GEher iradh Gional Iechinigues can alss

st Broem fop The Shoe ooffies tabls = The

arrmeed Dowh. b been one OF B Soliechon

be hard, 'We ute a kot &l matanals Trom Chins
and we're curnen by diveloding ponoplan, Boquer
crystal, charry bark and S8k, Bul becawss the
peCCEsses Tor oreating Al using 1hess matenak
ST PSR
t's difficult to find people who sbll knpw even

wete developed dunng the Cor

slop. Theme dag overyorss Can Akl MOne

on the stock markes

k this & happening all over the warld now?
That when you'ne looking for traditianal
materials and technigues for develaping them,
there are feweer and foewer people who stll
posses the relovant knowledge and killsF
Thsyve abaans boen deappeanng. Thiskand, bor
exanple, had a very high guality lacquer mdustny,
and a5 soon a5 thowsangks of people waried 10 By
the laoguer they stamed 1sing polecheoms mathads
What useally happens 15 Ehat tradibiona
pecole downy a nice job simply reproduce g
laem the TOth oo earky JOEh confumes But the
frdr kel Wanls My OESEgnG, 50 HTEeane sobs up 3
{sctory whsere they speay on polechrome and o
wTile on it in glither pairt oF something and
the traditiona!l comparry just sort of fades awaey
Then, when the ©os1 af rew matenals goes
shoating ug, &5 i1's dane over the last thees or
four years, nobady Buys i1 50 the worken go
ST R R G5 :";:-_llll.,- e, DoncE I|.|'|I i.'.|
oul, Thesy lese the skilis and the imlerest and i7's
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